
PROCEDURES 

Zoning Reclassification or Text Amendment 

 

All rezoning requests shall adhere to the specifications of Article XIII, Section 

165-99 of the Town of Bel Air Development Regulations.  Any Petition for zoning 

reclassification or amendment to the text of the regulations shall be submitted as 

follows: 

 

1. A brief description addressing the reason for the request.  This should highlight 

the following information, as required by the Land Use Article of the Maryland 

Annotated Code. 

 Justification statement describing the request, supporting information and 

rationale behind the proposal.   

 A zoning reclassification request must address whether the original zoning 

classification was a mistake or if there has been a substantial change in the 

neighborhood. 

 A zoning reclassification request must define the area considered to 

constitute the neighborhood. 

 A zoning reclassification request must address the following changes in the 

neighborhood since the last Comprehensive Rezoning: 

o Population change 

o Availability of public services 

o Present and future transportation patterns 

o Compatibility with existing and proposed development in the area 

o Relationship of the proposed zoning amendment to the Bel Air 

Comprehensive Plan 

2. For a zoning reclassification, a plat graphically describing the property and a map 

defining the ‘neighborhood’ to be considered should be included with the 

rezoning petition (12 copies, 15 copies if on a State Road).  A digital copy must 

be provided in addition to the paper copies. 

3. A complete and signed Planning Commission application including a list of all 

persons/entities having equitable title in the subject property. 

4. The appropriate fee based upon the latest applicable Fee Schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PROCESS 

Zoning Reclassification or Text Amendment 

 

 
Submit a petition to the Bel Air Board of Town 

Commissioners requesting a review and referral to the 

Planning Commission indicating the nature of the 

request.  A Rezoning must be accompanied by a Site 

Plan describing the property and identifying adjoining 

property owners. 

Town Board refers the request a 

minimum four weeks prior to the 

next Planning Commission 

meeting (1st Thursday of each 

month) 

Review and comment by 

appropriate Town, County and 

State agencies 

Planning Commission review 

and make a recommendation to 

the Town Board regarding the 

amendment 

Notifications sent to adjoining 

landowners, Public Notice 

advertised in the local newspaper 

(two consecutive weeks with the 

last at least 10 days prior to 

hearing) and post property 10 

days prior to hearing 

Introduction of the proposed 

Amendment by the Town Board 

at the next regularly scheduled 

meeting (1st or 3rd Monday of 

each month) 

Public Hearing before the Town 

Board (1st or 3rd Monday of each 

month) 

Approval or Denial of the 

proposed Amendment (appeals 

to Circuit Court must be made 

within 21 days of decision) 


